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Delicious and Refreshing 





Blast off on brag-worthy excursions with the new KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R! > 

When the pavement turns to dirt, kick it up a gear and attack whatever challenges lie ahead. 

From corner-riddled mountain roads to knee-deep sand washes, if you can picture it, this savage can overcome it! 
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Lately I’ve been seeing quite a few ADV and dual sport 
riders on my social media feeds showing off their latest 
rides. I love seeing riders getting out in the wild to enjoy 
their bikes. However, some of these posts have also made 
me a little uncomfortable or concerned, and all have been 
for the same reason - riding solo. I know I may sound like 
a stick in the mud or perhaps I’m Captain Obvious, but 
one of the first things I learned from my father when I got 
my first dirt bike was always to ride with a buddy. 


Mother Nature is cruel and motorcycles can be just as 
cruel. Venturing off into the desert or forest without a 
wingman is a recipe for disaster. Let me be clear, I know 
that it’s hard to link up schedules and sometimes you 
“just gotta” ride. I’ve been tempted more than once my- 
self, however, I just have to consider the consequences 
and rethink my plan. Just a month or so ago one of my 
best friends crashed his 500 EXC-F riding through the 
hills to work. It was no big deal, just a shortcut of a few 
miles on trails he has ridden more times than he can 
count. However, on this particular day he caught a big 
rock, swapped, slammed and broke his hip. Luck was 
on his side. He didn’t get knocked unconscious, his cell 
phone didn’t get smashed in his backpack, he had cellu- 
lar service and he was easy to locate. Remove just one of 
those factors and his situation becomes dire. 


GPS trackers such as SPOT are a strong substitute for 
a buddy, and I submit that it should be standard equip- 
ment for anyone riding ADV or dual sports. However, 
SPOT can’t render first aid. While you may feel I’m over- 
ly cautious, riding with a partner is infinitely safer. Not 
to mention it’s always better to share the fun and have 
peace of mind should anything happen. Ride safe, ride 
smart, ride more. 



EMBRACE THE UNEXPECTED 


With the latest in dual sport tire technology 
these tires will take anything the adventure 
can throw at them and then ask for more. 


ShinkotireUSA.com 
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Tehran, Iran > 


elywoody 

Zion National Park > 


onelostmoto 


motomorgana 

Cacuso, Malanje, Angola > 


motomojo.io 

Bassano, Alberta 
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Lilianfels Blue Mountains Resort & Spa > 


gabriel.bester 


rickybrabec 


The mission is simple, if you want to 
share your adventures on “insta-adv” 
you’d better start following us! 
@upshift_online and use the hash tag 
#upshift_online on your photos 
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GEAR 


1. GIVI 35LTR Waterproof Backpack 

Aimed at road enduro bikes and touring bikes. Chest and 
waist straps keep your bag situated as you’re weaving 
through traffic. Rain or shine you’re out on the road, 
keep your stuff dry. MSRP: $149.00. sa.co 

Features: 

Heavy-duty Tarpaulin/PVC 

IP66 water resistance: resistant to heavy rain, 

temporary immersion and extreme conditions 

Reflective print for greater visibility 

Waterproof roll-up closure system 

Additional internal zipped pocket 

Adjustable shoulder straps and ergonomic padding 

Air vent valve 

• 27cm L x 20cm W x 55cm H (10.6” L x 7.9” W x 21.7” H) 
35 liter capacity 


2 . ersion 3.0 For iOS 

REVER announced the release of Version 3.0 of its popular motorcycle navigation and community a ppppvs latest updatekr^d/^/ 
resents a major step forward in the user experience and feature offerings of the REVER iOS application (Android users can expect 
the same update within a few weeks of the iOS release). With a quickly expanding community of riders from around the world, 
REVER V3 also has language support for Italian and French, in addition to German, Spanish, and Portuguese. 

Major new functionality ant 1 f b h bs l 

Ride Discovery: REVER has partnered with content 
providers such as Butler Maps, RoadRUNNER Magaziney/ 
Backcountry Discovery Routes, Remote Moto New Zealand, 
Bigtrails Brazil, and Motorcyclist Magazine to provide 
verified, hand-curated routes from around the world. REVER 
has also created a library of free route content for users 
to explore. Also available is a listing of roadrace tracks, 
motocross tracks and OHV trail systems to help riders of all 
disciplines find places to ride. 

New Ride Feed: A newly designed ride feed makes photos the top priority, while comments and likes are also prominent. Addi- 
tional content such as featured communities and challenges are also visible as part of the ride feed. 

Geo-location Based Riding Challenges: REVER now offers challenges that automatically give riders credit for visiting certain 
points of interest (POIs). Examples include: popular roads, national parks, dealerships, and more. Certain challenges also unlock 
swag and deals as riders visit places on the map. 

Friend-Tracker: Users can now see all of their REVER friends anywhere in the world as they track rides in the app. 

Communities: REVER users, dealerships, events, brands, and local clubs can now create a REVER community to share rides. 

Sharing and Connecting: Finding riders including Facebook friends who are also REVER users as well as friends from your 
contact list just got a lot easier. 





Download the free app ten 




A'tf/OS ADV 


KLIM’s KRIOS is a new beginning for ADV helmets— revitalizing standards 
in strength, performance and functionality while leaving traditional 
compromises behind. KRIOS provides a premium experience through 
High Performance Carbon-Fiber construction, four ride mode versatility, 
aerodynamic superiority and unrivaled acoustical and contact comfort. This 
is the lightest adventure helmet ever created. This is the pinnacle of ADV. 


SENA 
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REAR 

3 . Redverz Hawk II Four Season Mountaineering Tent 

True adventure riding doesn’t always permit spending 
the night in a cushy hotel. Some adventures require you 
to cut your own trail and provide your own place to rest 
when it’s all over. The Hawk II Four Season Mountaineer- 
ing Tent is the perfect companion. It packs small yet is 
rugged enough for use in almost any environment. All 
Redverz tents come with the inner sleeping bay area 
clipped into the outer fly. Setup is flawless every time, no 
matterjhe conditions. The inner tent is protected from 
the elements, even during setup, as the inner tent and rain 
fly are erected together in one step. The Hawk II features 
two vestibules with two panels on each which can be 
rolled back individually depending on what the situation 
demands. Should/things take a turn for the worse, cinch 
everything down for serious weather protection. Entire 
tent packs down to just 16” x 6” MSRP: $649.00. 
www.redverz.com 




4 . Touratech Destino Riding Boot: Lock Them Down 
While You Walk Around 

On a long-distance motorcycle adventure the rider faces a lot 
of changes in terrain, weather and circumstance. Whatever the 
situation, the rider wants to be as prepared as possible and the 
optimum footwear is paramount. That’s why Touratech developed 
the Destino Adventure Boot. It’s a riding boot designed to excel on 
pavement, over distance, through dirt, mud and water. The Destino 
also has a feature that no other boot has: A waterproof inp^r shoe 
engineered to wear separately. 

With Destino, a day in the saddle doesn’t have to end with wet socks 
or walking through camp or a restaurant in big, heavy boots. No 
longer do you need to carry an extra pair of shoes for off-the-bike 
excursions. The shoes are integrated into the riding boots and the 
outer-boot can lock right to your bike if you need to leave them 
behind while you socialize or explore. 

“This is easily the most versatile boot on the market for adventure 
riders.”- Paul Guillien, Backcountry Discovej^Radfes 


The rugged, Destino outer-boot is full-grain leather, using wa- 
ter-resistant Outdry™ technology so it’s water resistant and dries 
quickly. It’s equipped with impact-resistant polyurethane toe, ankle 
and shin protection, an oil-resistant sole and retractable cable for 
locking them down when you’re walking around. 


The light, sleek and waterproof inner-boot is a fully functional shoe! 
It’s comfortable, cool looking, washable and integrated into the 
boot. 


Touratech Destino comes in three colors and men’s and women’s 
sizes. MSRP: $450 www.touratech-usa.com 




EXPLORE. ENJOY. 



GRAVEL-T RANGE 


Find more than 900 accessories at giviusa.com 
Discover giviexplorer.com the web portal for motorcyclists 


Gravel T is a line a 100% waterproof bags, made 
for off-road journeys and specifically suited to light 
motorcycles such as Enduro and Supermoto. 

The collection has been developed to meet the 
requirements of off-road travel. 

• Made from 100% waterproof material 

• Main body incorporating high frequency welding 

• Super light and resistant technical materials 

• Reflective inserts 

• Universal fixing system using straps 
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The next-gen 2017 Suzuki I /-Strom B50XT. It’s not about the destination. 

It’s about the state-of-the-art electronics package, including highly advanced 3-mode traction control 
that lets you adjust to any riding surface imaginable. It’s ABS, giving you peace of mind in all conditions. 
It’s the genius Low RPM Assist for smooth launches and enhanced low-speed riding. It’s Suzuki’s Easy 
Start System that enables simple, one-touch starts. It’s the unmistakable feeling that only a V-twin 
engine can deliver, whether you’re crossing town or the entire continent. And it’s knowing that you didn’t 
have to break the bank to break free. Because the value of a journey isn’t measured in miles. 

It’s measured in experiences. 


Traction Control cannot prevent loss of traction due to excessive speed when the rider enters a turn and/or applies the brakes. Neither can it prevent the front wheel from losing grip. ABS is not designed 
to shorten the braking distance. Please always ride at a safe speed for road and weather conditions, including while cornering. Suzuki, the "S" logo, and Suzuki model and product names are Suzuki 
Trademarks or ®. © 2017 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 



Four I /-Strom models. Infinite journeys. 
See the full lineup at SuzukiCycles.com 


$ SUZUKI 
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JACKET 


The Terra Trek 4 is a true four-season adventure 
touring jacket. Thoughtful design and meticulous 
attention to even the smallest detail has made 
this full-featured jacket versatile enough to have 
you ready for Anything, Anywhere, Anytime. 


FLYSTREETGEAR.COM 
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ADVENTURE RIDE WITH SCOT HARDEN 


Over the years I've developed a strong affection for the portion of the California desert 
now referred to as the Mojave National Preserve; an almost spiritual connection to 
being in its domain. I can't explain it or point to a specific cause, all I know is I just love 
being there. My first visit to this corner of the desert was in the spring of 1973 (long 
before it was a National Park) while on an exploration ride with riding buddies Casey 
Folks, Jack Johnson and Max Switzer. Back then whenever there was a break in the 
racing calendar, we would go on day rides south out of Las Vegas into this remote and 
relatively unknown area. At 17, these rides were my first introduction to long-distance 
"adventure" riding. A typical ride usually lasted from dawn to dusk and covered well 
over 250 miles. Since we all rode Husky two-strokes back then we would carry 2-cycle 
oil to mix with gas (where we could find it in various small towns and outposts along the 
way). Even that was an adventure, as sometimes fuel was in short supply or unavailable 
all together. Which reminds me of the time we had to "borrow" fuel from an unattend- 
ed BLM service truck, but I digress. Suffice it to say, my love affair with the mysteries 
of the Mojave began long ago and over the years I have returned to the Preserve to 
recharge the batteries, replenish the soul and to share it with friends. 

If I had to catalogue what draws me to the Mojave Preserve, four things would be on my 
list. The first is the topography; the amazing landscapes/scenery. Several large moun- 
tain ranges, the Clark, Providence, Ivanpah and New York Mountains as well as the 
Castle Peaks and Cima Dome mean there are a wide variety of elevations, landscapes, 
flora and fauna. The geology of the Preserve is as varied as any place in the west, and 
like most places in the west, heavily impacted by volcanic activity. And as varied as the 
geology so is the vegetation. From low desert creosote, cactus and sage to Joshua tree 
forests, juniper pine and scrub cedar the desert and mountains here are far from bleak 
and the springtime bloom borders on iridescent. The second is the history. Old mines, 
forts, homesteads, railways, camps, towns and native sites provide for a rich history. 
The third is the climate. The fact that most of the Preserve is at 4000' elevation (or 
higher) provides a welcome respite with much cooler temps than the surrounding areas 
especially in the spring and summer months. Last but not least, there are the people. 


WORDS: SCOT HARDEN 


PHOTOGRAPHY: 5IM0NCUDBY 
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At one time in the 1940's thousands of people made their homes in this desert, and while most are long gone, there is still the 
opportunity for the chance encounter with a modern day pioneer, some rogue or wayward soul choosing to live out his/her 
life in this remote, isolated and harsh environment. The fact that there is some interesting background or unique story behind 
each of these fascinates me. 

As a student of the Mojave Preserve I've spent countless hours researching it starting with the history of the Mojave Trail; the 
ancient trade route used by the Mojave Indians living along the Colorado River and the coastal tribes in California. It was first 
crossed by a white man, Jedediah Smith in 1826. His journal The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah Smith: His Personal Account 
of the Journey to California \ 1826-1827 is a highly recommended read for any adventure minded person. Now known as the 
"Mojave Road", it represents an important chapter in the history of the west. More importantly, it's a great ride on a modern 
adventure or dualsport motorcycle and a great place to begin any exploration of the Mojave National Preserve. As I stated 
above, I just can't get enough of this place and as I return to it over the years I continue to seek out new sites of interest, uncover 
new stories and gain new insights. The greatest reward is when I get to share this special knowledge with friends and fellow 
adventure riders. Most recently I spent four days exploring the Preserve with my new pal, Simon Cudby. We found several 
amazing new sites as well as visited some of my favorite haunts from the past. Here are just a few of the highlights. ^ 
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HOLE-IN-THE-WALL 


Location: From 1-40: Exit Essex Road (about 
49 miles east of Ludlow, CA, or 8 miles west 
of Fenner, CA). Continue 10 miles north on 
Essex Road to junction with Black Canyon 
Road. Bear right on Black Canyon Road and 
continue an additional 10 miles to Hole-in- 
the Wall. N35 02.535 W1 15 23.741 

Description: The Hole-in-the-Wall Camp- 
ground, located at 4,400 feet elevation 
and surrounded by sculptured volcanic 
rock walls, is a wonderful spot for camp- 
ing. It has 35 campsites with areas large 
enough for motorhomes and trailers, and 
two walk-in tent sites. It makes a great base 
for exploring the rest of the Preserve. Over 
millions of years, eruptions spewed layers 
of lava and ash over this area. Uneven 
cooling and gases captured during the 
eruption formed "holes" in the rock. Erosion 
has enlarged these holes to create spectac- 
ular caverns. The oxidation of iron in this 
volcanic matter lends a contrasting reddish 
color to the gray background. The volcanic 
flows and surrounding land were eventually 
altered by the action of wind and rain trans- 
forming the original landscape to what you 
see today. The "Ring" Trail is my favorite 
hike leading up through a slot canyon. This 
area was also a sacred site for local Pai- 
ute Indians and many pictographs can be 
found nearby. There is a visitor center there 
that I highly recommend you stop by and 
check out. You'll find the park rangers very 
accommodating even to motorcyclists. Just 
remember only street legal motorcycles are 
allowed in the park so plan to bring your 
best dual sport or adventure bike. 









FDRTPMUTE 

Location: 6.1 miles west of US 95 on the un- 
marked Mojave Road (turn at mile marker 
75), then 3 miles west on an extremely rough 
unmarked dirt road. N35 06.894 W114 59.058 

Description: Originally established in 1859 
by Major James H. Carrelton, 1st Dragoons 
Division and named Fort Beale, it served as 
a "camp" or "redoubt" for cavalry soldiers 
protecting wagon trains crossing the Mojave 
Road. When the Civil War ended, the desert 
redoubts were abandoned. Complaints from 
local settlers, and the fact that the Mojave Road 
was a U.S. mail route, prompted the U.S. Army 
to re-occupy the posts from 1866 to 1868. At 
this point, Fort Beale was renamed Fort Paiute. 
The biggest attraction and main reason for its 
existence is the natural spring that runs year 
round through Paiute Canyon. Located in a 
range of volcanic mountains, the wagon tracks 
can still be found embedded in the trail lead- 
ing out of the canyon to the higher elevations 
above in Lanfair Valley. I've often wondered 
what it was like to be stationed here. It must 
have been a very desolate and hardscrabble 
life for the soldiers assigned there. Sweltering 
hot in the summer and bitter cold in the winter, 
Fort Paiute is also famous for the cavalry's ex- 
periment with camels conducted by Lieutenant 
Beale from 1857-59. While the camels proved 
to be very effective pack animals in the Mo- 
jave, the fact that they scared the hell out of the 
horses, mules and other animals made them a 
tough fit within the cavalry's support arsenal. 
All that remains today are the foundations of 
the fort itself along with the rock walls that 
served as protection during skirmishes with the 
Indians and as corrals for livestock. 





TECHATTICUP MINE 


Location: Located in Eldorado Canyon just two miles east 
of Camp Nelson on SRI 65 south of Las Vegas, Nevada off 
HWY93. N35 42.444 W1 14 42.840 

Description: "Techatticup" is Paiute Indian for "Hungry, Want 
Bread" and is the site of one of the most productive gold and 
silver mines in all of Clark County, Nevada. First discovered 
by the Spanish in the 1700's, the Techatticup and Queen 
City Mines really took flight in 1858 and were still producing 
profitably as late as 1942. Because of Eldorado Canyon's re- 
moteness, vigilantism became the law of the land. Even murder 
was not a heinous enough crime to warrant the involvement of 
the law. In the 1870s, the nearest sheriff lived in Pioche, which 
was 200 miles north. It took him a week to get there, so not 
even a killing was a good enough reason for him to come. The 
isolated canyon soon became a haven for Civil War deserters, 
and gunfights became commonplace. An ownership and labor 
dispute over the Techatticup mine only fueled the fire. 















Only Sidi boots purchased from an 
authorized Sidi-Motonation dealer are 
covered by our product warranty. 


www.motonation.com 
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At one point, gunfights and killings in the canyon became frequent enough that even lawmen skirted the disputes. 
Camp Eldorado, a military settlement, was established to protect steamboat traffic and deter local Indians who were 
raiding the canyon. Blood wasn't spilled only at the hands of prospectors. Eldorado Canyon was also home to two 
of Nevada's most notorious renegade Indians: Ahvote and Queho. Ahvote is said to have murdered five victims, 
while Queho is believed to have killed more than 20. According to a plaque near the Techatticup mine, Queho 
killed his last victim, Maude Douglas, in 1919, and then managed to successfully elude sheriff's posses for the next 
two decades. His remains were ultimately discovered by prospectors in a cave not far from Techatticup just above 
the Colorado River in 1942. Today Techatticup is managed by the Eldorado Canyon Mine Tours who have done 
an amazing restoration with mine tours and enough other attractions to warrant a full day just exploring the sites. 


KEL5D/KELSD DUNES: 

Location: 35 miles south of Baker, CA. From 1-15, exit at Kelbaker Road and drive south 35 miles to Kelso. 
From 1-40, exit at Kelbaker Road and drive north 22 miles to Kelso. Kelso Station: N35 00.738 W115 39.228 
Kelso Dunes: N34 53.266 W115 42.978 

Description: Built in 1924 by the Union Pacific Railroad, the Kelso Depot has been transformed into Mojave National 
Preserve's principal information center with museum exhibits, historically furnished rooms, a theater, and bookstore. 
The area around Kelso boomed in the 1 940's with over 2000 people living in the area either working for the railroad 
or the local mines or cattle ranches. A great job has been done on the restoration of the original depot and its Santa 
Fe style architecture. It's a thing of beauty and I highly recommend taking time to tour the museum. The nearby Kelso 
Dunes are some of the largest dunes in North America and although no off road riding is allowed, they are well 
worth the visit. 
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LflVB TUBES 

Location: North of Kelbaker Road on Aiken Mine Road (dirt road). Follow 
signs to "Lava Tube" N35 11.335 W115 46.038 

Description: An amazing natural formation created by volcanic activity as 
recent as 8,000 to 10,000 years ago, the entrance can be made via a 
ladder located approximately 150 feet off the main trail. A short decent into 
the interior and climb down through a small anti-chamber (watch your head) 
leads you into the main chamber which is naturally lit through holes in the 
roof. A spectacular location for photography or just a great place to rest and 
get out of the desert heat, the Lava Tubes are a great place to visit and are 
located within a much larger formation of volcanic cinder cones and lava 
flows that dot the area. 

(Pke&eAt/& 


MOJAVE MEMORIAL CROSS: 


Location: The cross stands on Sunrise Rock, a granite 
outcropping adjacent to Cima Road about 11.3 miles 
south of 1-15, and 6.15 miles north of Cima on Cima Rd. 

N35 18.914 W1 15 33.047 

Description: The Mojave Cross was originally erected in 
1934 by J. Riley Bembry and his fellow WW1 veterans 
who homesteaded the nearby Ivanpah Mnts. It was dedi- 
cated to their fallen friends and comrades who died in the 
Great War. It later became a memorial to all of America's 
fallen war heroes. It quickly became the site of Easter 
celebrations and a meeting point for denizens of the Mo- 
jave for the next 30 years. In 1999 Frank Bouno and the 
ACLU brought a lawsuit against the National Park Service 
claiming the cross violated the Establishment Clause and 
should be removed. The Mojave Cross had to be covered 
while the case was litigated. Ultimately brought before 
the U.S. Supreme Court after Congress had passed a 
defense appropriations bill to transfer the property to the 
Veterans Home of California so the cross could remain, 
the US Supreme Court reverted to the Ninth Circuit Court 
Decision allowing the transfer. On April 28th, 2010 Jus- 
tice Kennedy wrote, "The goal of avoiding governmental 
endorsement of religion does not require the eradication 
of all religious symbols in the public realm". Within days 
of the ruling and its unveiling, fanatics stole the cross. It 
was found two months later in San Jose, California. The 
Mojave Cross is now back in full view and a new plaque 
dedicating it as a Memorial to America's War Heroes is 
placed below it. It is definitely a site worth visiting. 
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RILEY'S CRMP/WW1 VET HDME5TERD5 

Location: Located off Cima Rd in the Ivanpah mountains. N35 21.621 W115 30.962 

Description: Built by WW1 vet and medic J. Riley Bembry in 1928, "Riley's Camp" is located at the base of the 
Ivanpah mountains just above the "Evening Star Mine" and is surrounded by Geer Camp and several other home- 
steads and mines founded by a group of fellow WW1 vets in the late 1920's and 30's. J. Riley and his friends 
came to the desert to wash away the horrors and painful memories of the Great War they had all lived through. 
For them the desert meant rebirth. Recently restored by a group of enthusiasts, "Friends of Riley's Camp" is a look 
back in time at what it was like to live a life as a pioneer and miner through the early 20th century in the Mojave. 
I've spent many hours just hanging out here, relaxing and imagining a less hectic way of life and what it must 
have been like for such true pioneers and especially for J. Riley who had lived through so much. The cabin is fully 
restored and a great location for overnight camping. I highly recommend visiting this place. My only request is that 
you leave it in better condition than you found it. J. Riley passed away in 1984 and is buried in the desert just a 
mile or so northwest of the homestead along with a couple of his fellow WW1 comrades and desert companions. 
If you have time, stop by and pay your respects to this true American pioneer and hero. 
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EVENING STAR MINE 

Location: Take the Cima Rd. exit of 1-15 south approx. 
7.17 miles to the first group of corrals on your left. 
Turn left on the dirt road there and go approx. 4.28 
miles to the mine. It can be seen from the road at the 
base of a small hill. 35°2r35.03"N 115°32 , 28.03 ,, W 

Description: The Evening Star Mine is one of the 
best-preserved mines in the Preserve with the head 
frame and rock crushers still in place. Geological 
reports of the area still show great mineral reserves, 
but obtaining a permit within the Preserve will prob- 
ably cost more in time, effort and money than the 
value of minerals. It began as a copper prospect but 
its primary yield was as a tungsten mine, although 
some silver was found there as well. It operated 
from 1935 to the late 1940's. As many as 100 men 
worked in the area with a bunk house, general store 
and assay office once present. The main shaft as 
well as some of the side shafts are now sealed off. 
It's a great place to stop and take a break. Some of 
the best riding in all the Preserve starts here and can 
be found in the Ivanpah Mountains. 












NIPTON 

Location: From Las Vegas: Take 1-15 south bound, 55 miles to the Nipton Road exit (Hwy 164), then 10 miles east to Nipton, 
CA. From Los Angeles: Take 1-15 north bound just past Mountain Pass to Nipton Road exit, then east on Nipton Road (Hwy 
164) to Nipton, about 10 miles. N35 28.014 W1 15 16.271 

Description: Nipton, California is a historic town having its roots in the nineteenth century mining and ranching industries of the 
western United States. Its existence is mainly due to the Salt Lake Railroad and the water available at this location to service the 
railroad. Located on the northern boundary of the Mojave National Preserve, Nipton is as authentic a desert experience as 
one can have. Originally built by Cornish miner Harry Trehearne in 1923, the Nipton Hotel and cafe provide a great retreat 
from the fast pace of modern life. I've spent many a night in Nipton, gazing at the stars and enjoying the solitude and have 
enjoyed every visit thoroughly. I admit it takes a little getting used to with the trains that pass by several times each night but the 
fact there is no television or "business center" on site is a refreshing change from normal hotel experiences. Nipton's biggest 
claim to fame is that Clara Bow, the original "It Girl" of Hollywood's silent film era (the highest paid actress in Hollywood in 
the late 20's and early 30's) often stayed in Nipton as the jumping off point to her ranch, the "Walking Box", located 16 miles 
away. Nipton is a great location to serve as a base to explore the entire Mojave Preserve. There is a cafe there as well. Just 
be sure to call in advance to confirm that they are open. 





ADDITIONAL INFD/TIP5: 

Only street legal vehicles can operate off-road inside the Mojave National Preserve and you must stay on existing 
routes and trails. Don't let that discourage you as there are literally thousands of miles of legal trails with everything 
from paved roads, to old asphalt, to highly maintained graded dirt roads, to two track jeep trails. Some of these can 
be quite technically challenging. For maps and other info visit: www.nps.gov/moja/index.htm 

The only fuel available inside the Preserve is at the Shell Station at the Cima Road exit off 1-15. The closest fuel can 
be found in Searchlight or Primm, NV and Baker, CA. If you are entering from the southeast entrance off 1-40 you 
should top off in Fenner, CA. www.theroute-66.com/fenner.html 

The only accommodations inside the Preserve are at Nipton, CA. The Hotel Nipton has 5 rooms with 7 beds and 
outside tent campsites as well. The Cafe at Nipton is open Wednesday through Sunday. You should call in advance 
for reservations. Phone number: 760-856-2335. www.nipton.com 

The best time to visit the Preserve is during the spring (March to May). The fall months also offer some great 
riding conditions starting in early October running through Thanksgiving. I have ridden in the Preserve 
over the Christmas holidays but it can be quite cold. Likewise the summer months can sometimes be ac- 
commodating it just depends on the specific weather forecast for the days you are planning to be there. In 
any case you can count on temps being anywhere from 10-20 degrees cooler than normal desert temps. 


nDDITiaNM. RESOURCES: 

The Southwest Expedition of Jedediah Smith: His Personal Account of the Journey to California, 1826-1827 

CLICK HERE 

The Mojave Road- An Adventure Through Time by Dennis Casebier 

CLICK HERE 

Basin and Range by John McPhee 

CLICK HERE 
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Words: Seiji Ishii 
Photos: Simon Cudby 


The Beta brand isn’t mainstream 
in the Dual Sport/Enduro segment 
here in the United States. The 
Italian brand has been run by the 
same family for over a century, 
well established craftsmen still 
applying their trade by hand in 
their plant near Florence, Italy. This 
deep history belies the relative lack 
of popularity here, and though they 
have a cultish following in certain 
areas, I admit I was unfamiliar with 
the brand and its offerings. I am 
happy to report that my experi- 
ence aboard the 2017 Beta 390 
RR-S during the Nevada 200 has 
lured me into the Beta faction. 

My test mule was a bone stock 
2017 Beta 390 RR-S with the 
exception of an oversized tank (2 
gallons stock) to ensure making 
the planned gas stops each day. 
The Nevada 200 has a reputation 
of doling out extremely challenging 
terrain, and knowing that the bike 
was “only” 390cc, inspired con- 
fidence. I have ridden 250cc and 
350cc four strokes and presumed 
that the 390cc would require the 
same higher revving style the 
smaller displaced bikes demanded. 
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The first dirt of the ride was 
fast two track, and I noticed 
revs building slower than 
anticipated. Diving into tight 
single track, I grasped that 
the bike can lug, and does so 
extremely well. The motor is a 
stroked 350cc powerplant, the 
improved torque and slower 


rev building character ideal 
for maintaining traction and 
keeping the chassis calm and 
under control. Gaining power 
via revs wasn’t necessary as 
there was plenty of grunt down 
low and through the midrange, 
making the bike insanely easy 
to ride. This was especially 


noticeable on loose climbs, 
the tractor-like linear power 
delivery keeping the rear tire ef- 
fectively biting. Holding a gear 
through a wide range of throttle 
position became the effective 
norm, allowing more relaxed 
clearing of obstacles, stabbing 
the clutch a rarity. When clutch 








use was required, the Brembo powered hydraulic 
unit was a pleasure, maintaining consistent feel 
and engagement points. The Synerject (owned 
by Continental AG, Germany) fueling felt great, 
devoid of the closed to open throttle jolt or the 
usual EPA induced leanness typical of street legal 
dirt bikes. The six-speed transmission felt notchy 
at first but by the end of the first day it had broken 
in nicely. Two ignition maps were at the ready, but 
I never felt the need to change from the regular 
map regardless of terrain or traction. 


Suspension was a mixed bag. The aluminum 
bodied Sachs shock performed admirably, both in 
the fast washes and slower single tracks; I never 
noticed any shortcomings, the rear suspension 
quietly doing its job, never causing any drama, no 
highlights but also no complaints. 




BETA 390 RR-S 

The 48mm Sachs USD forks did have instances that triggered thoughts of improvements. Larger hits, 
like dropping off ledges, caused an initial harshness followed by a quick dive through mid-stroke travel. 
Changing tire pressure could have improved this initial feel and clicker adjustments more than likely 
would have benefited the travel characteristics, but neither caused enough concern for me to stop rid- 
ing to adjust. The chassis geometry was more on the stable side vs quicker turning, appropriate for the 
Beta’s intended use. The low seat height and overall compactness was welcome when things got tricky; 
the steel frame’s blend of rigidity and compliance felt great. The Nissin brakes provided consistent and 
dependable braking, even when fully caked with mud. The claimed dry weight of 244 pounds was felt 
when lifting the bike, but was never a factor while riding. 



The Beta 390 RR-S is adorned with dual sport friendly features. A Trail Tech Voyager GPS-based ride 
computer graces the front end, providing an incredible array of information and boasting navigation 
functions. I did notice some erratic speed readings but the Beta USA staff ensured accuracy is vastly 
improved with the Trail Tech external antenna. Handlebars are oversized aluminum with flag style 
handguards and the triple clamps are machined aluminum. A high output ignition (200 watts at 6k 
rpm) ensures enough current to power added lights and electronics. There is an electric radiator 
cooling fan and a backup kick starter. The plastics fit well, the smooth transitions from panel to panel 
eliminating snagging while riding and faring well in minor get offs. 
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Push button seat removal and snap off side panel 
ease air filter maintenance. Also notable are the 
dual oil pumps and separate engine and clutch oil. 
Some negatives: the seat isn’t at all comfortable 
for me, the stock tank is on the small side, and the 
kickstand has an annoyingly tiny foot. 

The underlying theme, now that the Nevada 200 
and my experiences aboard the Beta 390 RR-S 
have had time to simmer in my mind: the bike 
feels expressly designed from the start as a dual 
sport machine, a first for me. It’s certainly not a 
motocross bike with an 18” rear wheel slapped on 
and an “X” applied to the name. It also isn’t a trail 
bike choked down by EPA emissions with lights 
and license plate holder added. It honestly feels 
like a purpose-built dual sport machine, effectively 
spreading its abilities across the needs of getting 
you to the trail, over the mountains and back home 
again. The easy to ride, yet extremely capable 
power delivery, combined with the stable chassis, 
guarantees maximum grin factor no matter the ad- 
venture. Well thought out, perfectly usable features 
firmly plant the bike as a long-term investment in 
fun. Faults are minor and easily correctable. In one 
weekend, I went from knowing absolutely nothing 
about the Beta brand to scheming a way to add a 
2017 Beta 390 RR-S to my stable. 




Engine Specifications: 

Type: Single cylinder, 4-valve, (titanium intake 
and exhaust), 4-stroke, liquid cooled, cooling fan, 
electric start with back up kick starter. 

Bore: 88mm. 

Stroke: 63.4mm. 

Displacement: 386 cc. 

Compression Ratio: 12.5:1. 

Ignition: DC-CDI with dual map selection, Kokusan. 
200 watt output at 6000 RPM. 

Spark Plug: NGK LKAR 8A-9. 

Lubrication: Twin oil pumps with cartridge oil filter. 
Separate oil for engine and clutch. 

Fuel System: 42mm Electronic Fuel Injection. 
Clutch: Wet multi-disc. 

Transmission: 6-speed Final Drive: O-ring chain. 



Chassis Specifications: 

Frame: Molybdenum steel/double cradle w/quick 
air filter access. 

Wheelbase: 58.7”. 

Seat Height: 36.8”. 

Ground Clearance: 12.6”. 

Footrest Height: 16.2” Steering Rake/Offset 26.5 
degree rake/23mm. 

Offset Dry Weight: 244 lbs. 

Electrical: Trail Tech Voyager GPS unit. 

Fuel Tank Capacity: 2 US gallons 

Front Suspension: 48 mm Sachs USD fork, 
adjustable compression and rebound, 

TFX technology. 

Rear Suspension: Aluminum Body Sachs shock w/ 
adjustable rebound and hi/low speed compression. 


Front Wheel Travel: 11.4”. 

Rear Wheel Travel: 11.4”. 

Final Gearing: 15t front, 50t rear. 

Front Brake: 260mm rotor. 

Rear Brake: 240mm rotor. 

Front/Rear Rim: 21” (Front) 18” (Rear). 
Front/Rear Tire: Michelin Enduro (DOT Approved). 
Warranty: 12 month Limited Warranty. 
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Quitting your job, renting out the house and leaving for a 
3-year motorcycle trip around the world: you can proba- 
bly think of plenty of reasons why it’s impossible for you 
to do this. 

We could too. We had good jobs, a nice apartment and 
thought about having a family. At the same time we shared 
a feeling of curiosity and a desire to explore the world. Each 
pro-con list we made had a long list of ‘cons’ but also the 
words: Now or never! We feared to regret the decision to 
stay at home and so it happened that day in December 
2013 when we got on our motorbikes, waved our family 
and friends goodbye and left. First destination: Africa! 

It was wintertime and very cold in Europe when we start- 
ed. As fast as our little Hondas could take us we rushed 
to the Mediterranean Sea, away from the snow and into 
the sun. In Italy we boarded a ferryboat that took us to 
Tunisia. Until then it had felt like a summer holiday, but 
once we arrived in Northern Africa this changed. The 
buzz at the local markets, the smells of the amazing food 
and the challenge of ordering from an Arabic menu, it was 
so different from life back home. Plus we now shared the 
roads with chaotic traffic, donkey carts and the occasion- 
al camel. The adventure had truly begun. 












From Tunisia, we turned east to ride through Lib- 
ya and Egypt to Sudan. In all honesty we had been 
nervous to take this route, because the news about 
Northern Africa had not been great and the political 
situation was quite unstable. Yet this was the only 
way to get to East Africa, so we were determined to 
give it a try. And luckily we did, because we could 
have never expected that riding through Northern 
Africa would be such a positive experience. 

From the day we arrived in Libya until the day we 
left Sudan, we were overwhelmed by the hospitality 
of the people and the warm welcome we received. 
Whenever we stopped, people came to offer tea 
or fruits and it often happened that shop owners 
wouldn’t take our money. In Libya we only stayed in 
a hotel once, because all the other nights we were 
invited into people’s homes. At police checkpoints 
we were mostly stopped out of curiosity and were 
always offered tea or water. It was nothing like the 
stories we had read in the media and we felt so at 
ease that we fully enjoyed traveling here. We visited 
ancient sites in Egypt and Sudan and had a great 
time riding and camping in the desert. It was a 
great beginning to our trip through Africa. 
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With our 10th border crossing we entered Ethiopia. 
After Northern Africa, this was like a different world. 
The people looked different, their culture and religion 
was different, their language unique and even their 
food was unlike anything we had ever tasted. Another 
change was the great number of people. Whenever 
we stopped it took only seconds before we were sur- 
rounded by people. Even in the most remote areas, 
just when I had found a bush-toilet, someone would 
pop up right beside me! 













Our first real offroad adventure was riding along Lake Turkana from Ethi- 
opia into Kenya. A tough route on Africa’s backcountry trails with long 
stretches of deep sand, made even more challenging by the heat and the 
knowledge that the next hospital was far away. For the trip we bought two 
Honda CRF250L’s and those light bikes were the perfect choice for trails 
like this. We could really go anywhere without worrying the loaded bikes 
were too heavy to handle. The route near Lake Turkana passed traditional 
tribal villages; that was a great experience and the adventure we had been 
searching for. 

By the time we entered Kenya we hit the three month mark. Without re- 
ally noticing it also was the moment we slowed down; riding shorter daily 
distances and taking more breaks. The timing was perfect because East 
Africa was the best place to see wildlife. We took our time riding around 
Kenya and continued to Uganda where we had the opportunity to go on 
a motorcycle safari, riding among the wildlife on our own bikes. We con- 
tinued our journey in East Africa through Rwanda, Burundi and Tanzania. 
Riding days in Africa were almost like Forrest Gump’s box of chocolate, we 
never knew what we were gonna get. A yellow line on the map could be a 
very smooth paved road, but also a terrible potholed dirt track. We learned 
to surrender to this uncertainty and just went with whatever surprise came 
on our path. We were pleasantly surprised by Africa; traveling there was 
not as hard or dangerous as we expected. Apart from a monkey who stole 
our cookies we never had a bad experience. We met a lot of friendly people 
who were curious about our trip and proud that we visited their country. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

■"THE most south-western point 

OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 
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We zig-zagged through the southern part of Africa to see 
more wildlife and ride as much spectacular routes as pos- 
sible. Our bikes carried us through Malawi, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe to South Africa. Zambia surprised us with great 
wildlife, a great route near South Luangwa National Park and 
a visit to the Victoria Falls. In South Africa we rode some of 
the most beautiful coastal roads in the world to the South- 
ern most point of Africa in Cape Agulhas, where the Indian 
Ocean meets the Atlantic Ocean. When we arrived in Cape 
Town we had ridden 16,000 miles. It was time to give the 
bikes some TLC. We found a nice place to stay and took a 
break to work on the bikes and enjoy the luxury of living in a 
home. In South Africa we could get all the parts for our Hon- 
da CRF250L we needed. For the first time since we left we 
changed the tires. They had lasted very long, a big advan- 
tage of traveling low speeds on light bikes. After three weeks 
we had itchy feet and got back on the bikes. It felt great to be 
riding again, especially now that they were purring like never 
before with new chains, sprockets and oil. 

We couldn’t get enough of Africa and were happy to have an- 
other top destination waitingfor us: Namibia. After Mongolia 
this is the least populated country in the world. There are 
hardly any paved roads, but there is a great network of grav- 
el roads and dirt tracks. These tracks, together with breath- 
taking views and lots of wildlife, made Namibia one of our 
favorite countries. We rode a big loop through Namibia and 
Botswana to then return to South Africa. After 11 months in 
Africa it was time to pack up, so in Johannesburg we crated 
the bikes and together we flew to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Landing in South America marked 
the start of a new chapter. In a way 
it felt like starting all over again. We 
had felt at home in Africa, we knew 
our way around and loved it there. 
Ourfirst weeks in Argentina were not 
so easy, mainly because we didn’t 
speak Spanish. In Africa we got a 
long way with English and French. 
And if that wasn’t enough, making 
the right sounds helped to explain 
we wanted to eat chicken. In Argen- 
tina this didn’t work, which made 
simple things very hard. Luckily we 
soon found out that the Argentinian 
people speak one language we do 
understand: motorbike! They abso- 
lutely love motorbikes, which was an 
easy way to meet new people. The 
first Spanish we learned was about 
tires, engine oil and fuel consump- 
tion, but we soon picked up enough 
to order a good Argentinian steak 
and some tasty wine. 









With new energy we started exploring South America. Our 
first destination was the Carretera Austral, an unpaved 
road through Chilean Patagonia. The area was spectacu- 
lar and the ride soon became one of the highlights of our 
trip. We continued south through Chile and Argentina to 
reach the Southern most point of our travels in Ushuaia. 
After reading so many reports of motorcycle travelers who 
reached this point, we felt so proud to be here. From here, 
the only way was north! 

A few days after we left Ushuaia we were stopped by 
technical problems for the first time. Peter handled all 
the maintenance of the bikes, from day to day checks to 
replacing worn parts. We either carried spare parts or 
were able to get them on the road. This time we weren’t so 
lucky, because the thin fork oil we needed for our shocks 
was hard to get in Argentina. We got stuck in El Calafate 
waiting for the oil. This sounds worse than it was, because 
we discovered that it’s true what they say: when you’re in 
trouble, you’ll meet some great people, and we did! Local 
mechanic Mario opened his garage for us. He spoke ’mo- 
torbike’ and helped in any way possible. On top of that El 
Calafate was a travelers’ hotspot where we met other mo- 
torcycle travelers every night, each with their own inspir- 
ing stories. Being stuck was not so bad after all. 
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Back on the bikes we continued north following 
the famous Ruta 40. In the south the road leads 
over some windy plains that can be boring at 
times, but further north it takes you through 
rugged mountains, past small colonial towns 
and great vineyards. Like in Southern Africa, 
we zig-zagged through Argentina and Chile, 
crossing the border and the spectacular Andes 
Mountains several times. 

In the north of Chile, surrounded by volcanoes, 
flamingos and geysers, we prepared for the 
next offroad adventure: the Lagunas route in 
Bolivia. You can read all about this route and 
the second part of our RTW-Trip in Amsterdam 
to Anywhere Part II which will be published in 
UpShift Magazine in July. Stay tuned! 

For more pictures and stories visit 

amsterdamtoanywhere.nl/en/ 
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KUIU SUPER DOWN 5LEEPING BOG 3D° 


ULTRALIGHT HUNTING BRRND KUIU COMBINES THE BEST 
MHTERIRL5 TO BUILD R PREMIUM SLEEPING BRG 




Down has the highest warmth to weight ratio of any insu- 
lating material, but it has one glaring downside: once wet, 
insulating powers are lost. Covering the down in a water- 
proof breathable fabric has been done, but condensation 
gets trapped in humid conditions and the down loses loft 
and insulating value. Recent innovations in coating the 
down feathers with water repellent compounds have virtu- 
ally eliminated this huge drawback. The direct to consumer 
ultralight hunting brand Kuiu has chosen what they feel is 
the best of these offerings. Kuiu uses Quix Down from tex- 
tile industry leader Toray. Quix Down starts at 865 fill power 
Polish Down, with a 95/5 down to feather ratio. Fill pow- 
er is the amount of volume in cubic inches that an ounce 
of down will occupy. Higher values provide more loft and 
warmth per unit of weight, and an 865 rating is amongst the 
highest available. This loft rating and down/feather ratio is 
independently certified through the IDFL, an independent 
textile quality assurance laboratory, not a common move. 
Toray treats each down cluster with a nanotechnology driv- 
en finish, making them virtually waterproof, preserving loft 
by protecting against moisture, both from the outside and 
inside (via condensation). 



The down is held in place by vertical baffles with down proof 
flow gates, allowing heat to transfer from hot to cold over 
the entire length of the body and preventing horizontal shift- 
ing of down due to gravity. A full-length zipper with double 
pulls allows the foot box to be vented separately if required 
and allows the sleeping bag to be used as a quilt in warmer 
conditions. There are baffles around the hood, shoulders 
and behind the zipper to prevent heat loss through those 
areas. The cut is more voluminous than most mummy style 
sleeping bags, and according to Kuiu, this was done to ac- 
commodate the larger frame of an average American hunt- 
er. This translates to improved freedom of movement within 
the bag, alleviating some of the claustrophobic feeling that 
some have with mummy bags. The ultralight shell fabric is 
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Toray’s 12d Stunner Stretch, a down proof 
two-way stretch material that also adds to 
the freedom of movement within the bag. 
This shell is treated with Toray Kudos XR 
Durable Water Repellent treatment to fend 
off spills and condensation from the tent or 
bivy bag. 

Kuiu Super Down Sleeping Bags are avail- 
able in three temperature ratings (all EN 
certified lower limit ratings): 0, 15 and 30 
degrees F, each available in regular and 
long lengths. My testing sample was the 
30° regular version, with an amazing veri- 
fied weight of 1.5 lbs. The bag fit my 6 foot, 
167 lb. frame well, with the aforementioned 
extra space and stretch a welcome feature. 
The bag was used in both bivy bags and 
tents, in conditions ranging from alpine 
areas of the Pacific Northwest to the arid 
deserts of Mexico. I found the lower tem- 
perature rating spot on when used with an 
ultralight air-filled sleeping pad and wearing 
a light base layer. The halo, shoulder and 
zipper baffles are all substantial, fighting 
heat-robbing drafts extremely well. The 
zipper baffle is particularly large but the 
full-length zipper didn’t snag on the baf- 
fle, which is super annoying and common. 





Another nice touch is a reflective and 
glow in the dark zipper pull. The Kudos 
XR DWR shell finish combined with the 
water repellent Quix Down resisted an 
extremely humid inversion in an alpine 
valley, warding off a ton of condensation 
in a small tent with no loss in loft. Hap- 
hazard treatment hasn’t even nicked the 
shell fabrics and all components of the 
bag remain functionally perfect. The bag 
comes with a lifetime warranty against 
defects, a stuff sack and storage sack. 

During my 30+ years of adventuring, 

I have had somewhat of an obsession 
with sleeping bags, a quiver of high-end 
choices always at the ready. I admit- 
tedly had reservations about trusting a 
brand coming from the hunting world, 
but this bag has firmly placed Kuiu in 
my sights as a provider of innovative 
products that cross over flawlessly 
into all outdoor adventures. The Super 
Down Sleeping Bag 30° started with the 
best ingredients and combined with in- 
telligent design, created a sleeping bag 
that has become one of my go-to favor- 
ites. MSRP: $449.99 regular, $469.99 
long, www.kuiu.com 
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Seat Concepts is a six-year-old company specializing in man- 
ufacturing seats and seat covers for adventure, dual sport, 
quad and street bikes, all designed and manufactured in the 
USA. The company has rapidly gained a following, especially 
in the adventure and dual sport markets, the longer stints in 
the saddle placing more importance on this often-overlooked 
component. 

Seat Concepts’ major advantage over OEM seats and other 
aftermarket options lies in their proprietary foam. A two-part 
liquid polyurethane foam, combined with other closely held 
secrets, is poured into molds; the density, shapes and con- 
tours much more controllable than cutting shapes from foam 
blocks. There are nine different foam densities available, with 
the “standard” density normally prescribed for riders ranging 
from 160 to 240 pounds. Generally, using more foam equates 
to more comfort, the seat acting as an additional suspension 
component. Seat Concepts manages the shapes and con- 
tours of their molds to integrate more foam; usually the rear 
section of the seats is made wider and flatter compared to 
the OEM pattern while following the original contours. This in- 
creases comfort, especially in cruise mode, while maintaining 
the shape characteristics of the original shape for aggressive 
riding. Height options are available, a huge boon for those on 
either end of the spectrum for both riding performance and 
comfort. Overall seat design follows the intended use of the 
bike model, with more aggressive bikes matched with more 
aggressive seat designs. Some OEM shapes are also available. 

The attention to detail and innovation of Seat Concepts’ foam 
carries over into their seat covers. Extensive research is done 
with the patterns so the two-dimensional panels combine to 
fit the three-dimensional seat optimally. Research time is also 
reserved to accommodate the amount and direction of seat 
cover stretch, ensuring functionality remains intact over the 
long haul. There are seven different cover materials (with color 
options), including real suede leather. 
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Currently Seat Concepts sells thirty different 
models of complete seats and 330 different 
models of do it yourself seat kits (foam and seat 
cover). The company will also install a seat kit for 
you for an additional fee. 

I have tested Seat Concepts seats extensively 
on both my plated KTM XCW 450 and my KTM 
Adventure 990. On the dual sport bike, the dif- 
ference in comfort is astounding. Relaxed high- 
way transfers between trails can be considered 
luxurious compared to the OEM saddle, the extra 
width rear of the seat’s "pocket” welcome and 
improved foam density very apparent as the 
miles go by. Comfort during aggressive riding 
also gets a boost, bottoming out to the seat pan 
a distant memory. This dual sport seat has the 
suede cover option, recommended for only dry 
climates, and I really appreciated the perfect 
balance between grip factor and sliding ability. I 
will admit there is also the bling factor that some 
adore. The adventure bike seat also improves the 
same comfort factors, just not to such a large de- 


gree, as the OEM seat didn’t have blaring short- 
comings. The enhanced comfort provided by the 
foam density and shape is definitely noticeable, 
especially for the extremely long days typical of 
adventure riding. The "Gripper” top surface of 
the seat cover helped keep me firmly planted 
under the bike’s formidable torque, while the 
"Carbon Fiber” sides allowed unhindered body 
English while standing. Also visible is the seat 
cover’s enhanced durability compared to stock, 
the latter quickly revealing signs of stretching 
within the first year of use. 

Seat Concepts was born in a garage, the company 
founder addressing issues he had with his person- 
al bikes, growing the company into a recognized 
brand in the industry. Within the ADV, dual sport 
and rally crowds, upgrading a seat has become a 
high priority. The longer days, higher total mile- 
age on bikes, and focus on enjoyment that these 
riders relish match the enhancements that Seat 
Concepts can provide. MSRP: seat kits starting at 
$89.99. 














HONDA CRF250L RALLY LAUNCH 

MURRIETA, CALIFORNIA 


When we first saw the new Honda 250L 
Rally bike, we fell in love with its styling im- 
mediately. Inspired by the factory CRF450 
Rally machine that is raced in the Dakar rally 
by the Team Monster Energy Honda team, 
the new little bike is ready to hit the local 
trails in style. 

The Honda intro for this bike was based out 
of the Johnny Campbell JCR race shop in the 
hills above Murrieta, California, so the local 
trails were going to give us a good chance 
to test the 250L Rally on some fire roads and 
twisty asphalt roads. 





The throttle body has been increased in size 
by 2mm to 38mm to improve the engine re- 
sponse and give better low- and mid-range 
power. Other upgrades in the motor include 
a revised airbox, larger diameter headpipe, 
new muffler, and a new ECU. 


According to Honda, the target audience for 
this new bike is the 35-plus rider who wants 
to head to the hills on a bike that is easy to 
ride, has ample power, and doesn't weigh as 
much as a big adventure bike. With updated 
30mm longer travel suspension than the stan- 
dard 250L model, the Rally is aimed more 
at the off-road market and the bike comes 
stock with a skid-plate, handguards, and 
a larger 2.7 gallon fuel tank for extended 
range riding. 


HONDA CRF250L RALLY 


On the trail you are quickly reminded that the 250L Rally 
is not a race machine. If you want to just go on a fun 
cruise on the trail, then this is the perfect bike. At 24.4hp 
there is not a lot of power on hand, so your riding style 
has to be changed somewhat to keep up your momentum 
in the turns, and you absolutely have to be in the right 
gear to get the most out of the motor. The longer suspen- 
sion worked well on some of the more technical downhill 
sections as long as you were going at a moderate pace. 

On the tarmac, the cool Rally-type windshield worked 
great at helping protect from the wind, and the new style 
radiator shrouds helped with the aerodynamics also. 
Again, once the Rally got up to speed on the street, it was 
all about keeping your momentum up and being in the 
correct gear and the right part of the power. 

The new headlights are asymetric to match the 450 facto- 
ry bike, with LED bulbs that are really bright at full beam 
even in the daytime. The cockpit of the Rally features a 
fairly large digital display with a speedo, tachometer, 
fuel gauge, and a clock. 

The black aluminum wheel set in 21" front and 18" rear 
really make the bike look tough, and with the wave-de- 
sign 296mm front brake rotor, stopping on this bike is not 
an issue. The rear suspension has a new link and connect- 
ing rod that helps with ground clearance, and keeps the 
Rally balanced with its longer front forks. 

The Honda 250L Rally is available in two versions- Stan- 
dard at $5,899 and ABS at $6,199. Curb weight ready to 
ride for the Standard is 341.7 lbs, and the ABS model is 
346.1 lbs. www.powersports.honda.com 

Pros: 

Rally styling 

Longer travel suspension 
Skid plate and hand guards 
Honda quality 
Rally windshield 

Cons: 

Power to weight ratio is not great 
Freeway riding is a challenge 








HONDA CRF250L RALLY FEATURES 



Compact and sophisticated liquid-cooled 
DOHC 249cc single-cylinder four-stroke 
powerplant produces smooth and consis- 
tent torque at low rpm, plus 
excellent high-rpm performance. 

A 38mm throttle body (up 2mm from the 
2016 CRF250L) combines with a revised 
airbox, reshaped air boot, new muffler de- 
sign and a larger-diameter exhaust head 
pipe to provide improved response and 
better power in the low and midranges. 

Programmed Fuel Injection (PGM-FI). 

Extremely compact roller rocker arm 
design for the low-friction valve train 
allows the use of a smaller cylinder head. 

Gear-driven counterbalancer shaft helps 
reduce vibrations for rider comfort. 

Electric start for easy starting. 

Lightweight aluminum crankcase. 

Maintenance-free CD ignition. 

Heavy-duty clutch offers smooth, 
progressive engagement. 

Smooth-shifting, versatile six-speed 
transmission. 

Heavy-duty O-ring-sealed chain for 
durability and reduced maintenance. 

Quiet, USDA-qualified muffler. 

Maintenance-free sealed battery. 

Rally-type "floating" screen, fairing and 
radiator shrouds provide wind protection, 
with the rest of the machine showing off 
minimal MX style. 

LED asymmetric headlights, as are the 
turn signals. 


Large fuel tank allows extensive range. 

Chassis developed specifically for the 
CRF250L provides excellent handling 
and agility. 

Lightweight semi-double-cradle high-tensile 
steel frame. 

Strong 43mm inverted fork provides 
11 inches of travel. 

Pro-Link single-shock rear suspension 
delivers 10.3 inches of rear-wheel travel. 

Tapered aluminum swingarm. 

Powerful wave-design 256mm front 
disc brake, and 220mm rear disc 
brake provide strong and consistent 
stopping power. 

Meter assembly, taillight and license-plate 
holder have all been updated for 2017. 

Large floating front disc, plus ABS that can 
be switched off for the rear brake. 

Front 21 -inch wheel and 18-inch rear 
wheel with lightweight aluminum rims. 

New digital dash includes a fuel gauge 
and tachometer. 

Durable front and rear steel sprockets. 

High-quality handlebar with comfortable 
grips. 

Transferable one-year, unlimited-mileage 
limited warranty; extended coverage 
available with a Honda Protection Plan. 

Meets current CARB and EPA standards. 

Models sold in California meet current 
CARB standards and may differ slightly 
due to emissions equipment. 



www.3bros.com 

1560 Superior Ave. #C 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
Phone: 949-642-0546 


#1 KTM and Husqvarna 
motorcycle seller in the USA 
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